
Kirchheim 
Palace
A FORTRESS AND 
DOWER HOUSE 



Surrounded by trees and a moat, Kirchheim Palace lies in the historic 
town center of Kirchheim unter Teck at the edge of the Swabian Alps. 

A fortified fortress
Construction began in 1538 at the orders of Duke Ulrich von Würt-
temberg, as one of seven major strongholds around Stuttgart. 
The building was completed in 1556 under Duke Christoph von 
Württemberg. The roughly diamond-shaped palace is surrounded 
by a deep dry moat. 

An attractive Renaissance-style 
building, Kirchheim Palace (Schloss 
Kirchheim) is probably the most 
well-maintained example of the for-
tresses built by the Duchy of  
Württemberg. And, as the only 
remaining dower house, or widows’ 
residence, it offers a rare glimpse 
into 19 th century home life.

The Duchess’s taste and personality are strikingly evident in 
the classically furnished living room (left and right)

The private residence of noble widows
From the 17 th century onwards, the Renaissance building, with its 
pleasant courtyard, served the house of Württemberg as a dower 
house. Its best-known inhabitant was probably Franziska von 
Hohenheim, who took up residence after her husband Duke Carl 
Eugen’s death. After she passed away in 1811, the palace became 
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Illustrative tours bring the history of the palace and 
its residents to life

From the outside, Kirchheim Palace displays its fortified origin: 
The palace was built as a fortress

31



The rooms of the palace convey a lively impression of 
life and culture in the 19 th century

the home of Duke Ludwig von Württemberg, the younger brother 
of King Friedrich I, and his family. The duke died in 1817. His widow, 
Duchess Henriette, spent another 40 years at Kirchheim until her 
death in 1857. Part of the well-preserved private residence is now a 
palace museum, which offers fascinating insights into the lifestyle 
of 19 th-century nobility.
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Version: 01 / 2025; All information subject to change ! 

Contact and information
Kirchheim Palace
Schlossplatz 8 
(entrance on Alleenstrasse) 
73230 Kirchheim unter Teck, Germany
info @ schloss-kirchheim.de
www.schloss-kirchheim.de /en

Information and group
tour registration
Bebenhausen Palace 
Administration Office 
Phone	 +49 7071 60 28 - 02
info @ schloss-kirchheim.de

Visitor information

Opening hours and guided tours

Palace Open on a seasonal basis;
Viewing only possible on a tour

Please check our website or call our hotline on +49 7251 74 - 27 70 before 
your visit to find out current opening and closing times.

Our website also provides information on accessibility, discounts, special 
tours and other important details relevant to your visit.

Current information

At a glance
For details of our current opening times, tours, 
events and admission prices, see:  
www.schloss-kirchheim.de/en/visitor-information

mailto:info%40schloss-kirchheim.de?subject=
http://www.schloss-kirchheim.de/en
mailto:info%40schloss-kirchheim.de?subject=
http://www.schloss-kirchheim.de/en/visitor-information


How to find us

Kirchheim Palace is a 5 to 10 minute walk from Kirchheim train station.
Further information, including on charging stations, can be found online.
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www.schloesser-und-gaerten.de/en

Information about all 
our monuments
Staatliche Schlösser und Gärten 
Baden-Württemberg  
Schlossraum 22 a 
76646 Bruchsal, Germany

Phone  +49 7251 74 - 27 70
Daily 8:00 AM – 8:00 PM 
(information only,  
no reservations/ticket sales)
info @ ssg. bwl. de
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http://www.jungkommunikation.de
http://www.schloesser-und-gaerten.de/en
mailto:info%40ssg.bwl.de?subject=
https://www.youtube.com/user/SSGBadenWuerttemberg
https://www.instagram.com/schloesser_bawu/
https://www.facebook.com/SchloesserBaWu/
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